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o everything, there is a beginning, middle and end.” 

I wrote that in May 2002 when Forestdale Heights bid 
farewell to its previous publication, The Horizon. This marked 
the middle of my association with Forestdale Heights Lodge 
publications, which began in May 1991 when I became a co-
editor of the monthly newsletter. A month after I penned the 
quote above, The Horizon merged with Don Mills Lodge’s 

newsletter, The New Planet, and Kol Echad, or One Voice, was born. 
Now, 23 years later, we sadly prepare to close 

operations at Kol Echad. This decision was not 
made with joy or animosity towards anyone, but 
was part of the changes happening around us. 
Serving as editor of this publication has been a 
great honour. It has allowed me to chronicle the 
life of Forestdale Heights Lodge and its members 
and served as a forum to remember those Lodge 
leaders who have passed away. 

It also allowed me to share my life stories over 
the years. Just a few months after coming on 
board, Lisa and I were blessed with the birth of 
our daughter, a major milestone I wrote about 
shortly after Jordana’s birth. These tales 
continued as she grew, moved through the school 
system, had her bat mitzvah, and made her way into the world. I have been 
fortunate to have a great daughter and a spouse who stood behind me all these 
years. Being creative takes time and effort, and there is no way we would have 
lasted as long as it did without their support. 

  



 

 

The success of each issue was often attributed to this desk, but Kol Echad 
was always a collaborative effort. The publication could not have lasted as long 
as it has without the contributions of our members, the various people who wrote 
under the President’s Pen banner, and our talented columnists. Some of the 
members still with us include Rosalie Moscoe, Stewart Indig, and Elizabeth 
Bloom. Kol Echad would never have been complete without Nate Salter’s unique 

voice in Notes from Nate, who entertained, amused, and 
even scolded us when necessary. Bonnie Kates not only 
created As I See It, but also made sure no issue went out 
without her contribution. Even when she was sick at the 
end, she felt it was essential to write something. It was so 
moving that I kept it all these years and have included it in 
this final issue. (She was also the reason I agreed to take 
a second year as president while I was busy planning a 
bat mitzvah!) 

After her passing, we thought that her column would be 
retired. However, in the next issue, her son Marc picked 
up her “pen” and continued where his mother left off. Like 
his mother, Marc also took on the role of co-editor. Both, 
in their own time, would review every page with me, 
editing each issue – line by line. It was an honour to work 
with these two remarkable 
individuals. 

They were Kol Echad’s front line. 
A great publication can’t exist 
without one. Equally important are 

those working behind the scenes. Harvey Silver deserves 
credit for making sure the bulletin reached members. He 
collaborated with advertisers and publishers to ensure that 
Kol Echad was always sent out. Credit goes to Harvey for 
recruiting our first advertisers. This venture proved to be a 
financial success for Kol Echad and the Lodge. 

Harvey was also there five years ago when he 
convinced me not to give up and continue with Kol Echad, 
producing five issues a year instead of 10. At the time, I was ready to walk away 
from this volunteer job. 

  



 

 

Since entering the world of journalism in 1981, there have been so many 
publications I have been fortunate to have been involved with. Some have been 
learning opportunities, but most have been paid positions*. Unfortunately, most 
have been consigned to the history books. Kol Echad was the last print 
publication still in operation. Last fall, I started to see the end of this publication 
as we stopped printing the bulletin and later decided to end our relationship with 
our valued advertisers. The final decision to stop Kol Echad came when the 
Lodge started discussing its dissolution.  

As a result, this publication, where I have spent countless hours of fun and 
frustration, is ending. This is the final edition of Kol Echad and my final column as 
its editor. 

I want to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt gratitude to all our 
readers and supporters who have been with us on this journey. 

It’s been both an honour and a pleasure. 

– 30 – 

*COLUMNS & PUBLICATIONS 
ScarboroView – Balcony Square, Scarborough College, U of T 
Sheridan Sun – Sheridan College, Oakville, Ontario 
Borderlines – Borderland Reporter News Editor, Coronach, Saskatchewan 
Battleford Telegraph – Reporter, The Battlefords, Saskatchewan 
The Canadian Jewish News – Reporter, News Editor, Internet Editor, Toronto, 
Ontario 
The Horizon – Co-editor/Editor, Forestdale Heights Lodge, Toronto, Ontario 
Kol Echad – Editor, Forestdale Heights Lodge, Toronto, Ontario 
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BBC OFFERS HOME CLOTHING PICK-UPS 
 
  
Donate your used clothing from home!! 
We are launching our new home pick-ups for 
clothing donations! 
Simply prepare your clothes for donation in 
garbage bags and call 416-633-6224 x 120 to 
arrange for our truck to collect your donations – 
from your home. 
Items will be donated to those in need, while 
excess clothing will be used to fund our foodbank.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFIDENTIAL REPORTING 

ANTI-HATE HOTLINE 
 
B’nai Brith Canada operates the Anti-Hate Hotline 
combating antisemitism and racism. If you have 
been the victim of an antisemitic incident, we 
encourage you to fill out the form at 
https://bit.ly/3irmAAz or call our toll-free Anti-Hate 
Hotline at 1-800-892-6224. 

https://bit.ly/3irmAAz


 

 

 
 

FHL past president, Bonnie Kates, wrote and edited the Lodge’s bulletins for 
years. This was one of her last columns for Kol Echad. 

 
I have seen a miracle again. It can happen after years of trying and 

anticipation, or by sheer accident.  It occurs on 
every socioeconomic level, in every country, city 
and town in the world. No matter how frequently 
it transpires, no matter how commonplace an 
event it is, we always stand back in awe and 
say, it is truly a miracle when a healthy child is 
born. 

Throughout the history of the world, 
reproduction of life has been the driving force of 
evolution. Throughout time, the birthing process 
has remained, for the most part, the same. 
Sure, technology has allowed us to see into the 
development of our unborn child. We can now 

look for abnormalities in the developing baby and examine its cell and gene 
structures. We can often correct any abnormalities before the baby is even born. 
We can even be certain as to whether it is a girl or a boy. However, no matter 
how you look at it, the act of creating a new human being, is nothing short of a 
miracle. 

Just very recently, we were blessed with a new grandchild. She is perfect in 
every way. We have added another branch to our family tree, and this precious 
little one has energized us by her mere presence. What an amazing effect a new 
baby has on a family. 

Welcome, Eve Ruth. You have allowed us to see the miracle of life one more 
time, and celebrate in your arrival. 

 



 

 

 
 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

    



 

 



 

 



 

 

  
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

  

https://aweekendcook.com/moms-meatloaf-recipe/
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